The volatile components from the fresh leaves of Gynoxys meridana Cuatrec. were obtained by hydrodistillation and analyzed by GC/MS. A total of 25 compounds, representing 99.3% of the oil, were identified. The dominant compounds were -curcumene (31.9%), fukinanolide (22.3%), β-pinene (9.5%), α-phellandrene (7.1%) and α-pinene (5.7%).
The Asteraceae family comprises about 1,700 genera and 30,000 species which are widely distributed in the world [1] . This family is characterized by flowers grouped in capitula [2] . The Senecioneae tribe is the largest of the Asteraceae and comprises 150 genera and 3,000 species. Previous work reported the phytochemistry of some species of Gynoxys like G. verrucosa, which has sesquiterpene lactones of the guaianolide-type, such as leucodine and dehydroleucodine [3] . Other species of Gynoxys, such as G. dielsiana and G. psilophylla, were reported to possess furanoeremophilane-type sesquiterpenes [4] [5] [6] . The aerial parts of G. verrucosa are used in traditional medicine in southern Ecuador for treatment of skin infections and skin wound healing [7] . This is the first report about the chemical composition of the essential oil from G. meridana.
The chemical composition of the oil was investigated using both GC and GC-MS techniques. Relative percentage composition and retention indices (RI) of the oil components are reported in Table 1 , according to elution on a HP-5MS column. Twenty-five components, which represent 99.3% of the oil, were identified. The oil was characterized by a high content of -curcumene (31.9%) and fukinanolide (22.3%), while β-pinene (9.5%), α-phellandrene (7.1%) and α-pinene (5.7%) were also abundant. Previous work reported that fukinanolide, also referred to as bakkenolid A, ossesses spasmolytic activity similar to that of alverine, a standard musculotropic spasmolytic agent [8] .
The composition of the essential oil was determined by comparison of the mass spectrum of each component with Wiley GC/MS library data and using library search (Nist 05 and Wiley) [9] , as well as from retention index (RI) data. According to the literature, this is the first time that the chemical composition of the essential oil of this plant is reported.
Experimental.
Plant material: Leaves of Gynoxys meridana Cuatrec. were collected in the National Park Sierra La Culata in an area close to 
Isolation of the volatile oil:
Fresh leaves (1000 g) were cut into small pieces and the volatile fraction was isolated by hydrodistillation for 2 h using a Clevenger-trap. The yield of oil was 0.5 mL (0.05%, v/w). Hernández et al.
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Gas chromatography and gas chromatography -mass spectrometry:
GC and GC-MS analyses were carried out under the experimental conditions reported earlier [10] . The percentage composition of the oil was calculated from the GC peak areas applying the normalization method [11] . The identity of the oil components was established from GC retention indices, comparison of MS spectra with those of standard compounds, and library search (Nist 05 and Wiley) [9] .
